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GCE A Level & AS Level Religious Studies  - Subject content materials and links

About this resource: This resource provides links to supplement subject knowledge, useful articles to use with students, informative podcasts, blogs and video clips to support the teaching 
of this section of the course, across different abilities. 
For additional support, you can contact us on teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion: 1.1 Design Argument

Subject Knowledge Reading

 William Paley - text

 Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - Design Argument

 David Hume – text

 Mel Thompson - Students notes on the Design Argument

 REquest - The Teleological Argument

 Wikipedia – Argument from poor design (examples)

 Live Science: Inductive and Deductive reasoning

 Learn Religions website: A priori & A posteriori knowledge

 Routledge A level Philosophy: Arguments from Design

 Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: Design Arguments

 Routledge - Arguments for design

 Is there a God? The evidence for and against (Nick Bostrom: 
Yale University)

Articles/Blogs

 Philosophy Now: The Return of the Design Argument

 National Geographic:  Evolution and intelligent design

 Philosopher's Magazine - Chance or Design?

 The Guardian: Hume on religion, part 3: How he skewered 
intelligent design

 University of St Andrews- Philosophy Society - Hume's 
scepticism

 Philosophy Talks blog on the Fine Tuning Argument for God

Podcasts

Video Clips

 University of Oxford - Arguments for the existence of God: 
The Design Argument

 The Panpsycast - Episode 8 (The Teleological Argument -part 
i)

 The Panpsycast - Episode 8 (The Teleological Argument -part 
ii)

 Philosophy gets schooled podcast: Argument from Design

 William Paley's Watchmaker Argument

 BBC Radio 4 - William Paley and the Divine Watchmaker

 Richard Dawkins demonstrates laryngeal nerve of the 
giraffe

 Stephen Fry on God | The Meaning Of Life | RTÉ One

 University of Edinburgh - Argument against Intelligent 
Design

 Richard Swinburne: What is your favourite Argument for 
God's Existence?

 Premier Christianity: A discussion with Richard Dawkins on 
Fine Tuning

 Richard Swinburne: On Arguments for God’s Existence
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argument_from_poor_design
https://www.livescience.com/21569-deduction-vs-induction.html
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https://www.philosophytalk.org/blog/fine-tuning-argument-god
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2016/12/11/episode-8-the-teleological-argument-part-i
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2016/12/11/episode-8-the-teleological-argument-part-i
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2016/12/11/episode-8-the-teleological-argument-part-i
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Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion: 1.2 Cosmological Argument

Subject Knowledge Reading

 Live Science: Inductive and Deductive reasoning

 Learn Religions website: A priori and A posteriori knowledge

 William Lane Craig – Kalam argument

 Thomas Aquinas – text

 James Holt - Arguments against the Cosmological Argument

 Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - Cosmological 
Argument

 Mel Thompson - Students notes: Cosmological Argument

 Philosophy intro course - The Cosmological Argument

Articles/Blogs

 Philosophy Now article - Existence

 Guardian Article - More arguments for God

 Philosopher's Magazine - Cosmological Arguments.

 Guardian article - More arguments for God

 The Philosophers' Magazine blog on Speculations on the 
Cosmological Argument

 Think theology blog on the argument from Contingency

Podcasts

Useful Video Clips

 The Panpsycast - Episode 9 (The Cosmological Argument -
part i)

 The Panpsycast - Episode 9 (The Cosmological Argument -
part ii)

 Copleston and Russell radio debate

 Philosophy Gets Schooled: Cosmological Arguments(s)

 BBC Radio 4 - Thomas Aquinas and the First Mover 
Argument

 William Lane Craig video about Leibniz

 William Lane Craig video on Kalam version (part 1)

 William Lane Craig video on Kalam version (part 2)

 Honda advert showing cause and effect

 Royal Institute of Philosophy – What is the Cosmological 
Argument?

 Closer to Truth - What is Causation?

 Wireless Philosophy - Dr Timothy Yenter - Beginnings 
argument

 Wireless Philosophy - Dr Timothy Yenter - Modal argument
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https://jamesdholt.com/resources-for-teaching-religious-studies/philosophy-of-religion/the-cosmological-argument/arguments-against-the-cosmological/
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https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2009/feb/05/religion-atheism-cosmology-intelligent-design
https://archive.philosophersmag.com/speculations-on-the-cosmological-argument/
https://archive.philosophersmag.com/speculations-on-the-cosmological-argument/
https://thinktheology.co.uk/blog/article/the_cosmological_argument_from_contingency
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2016/12/27/episode-9
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2016/12/27/episode-9
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2016/12/28/episode-9-the-cosmological-argument-part-ii
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2016/12/28/episode-9-the-cosmological-argument-part-ii
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zS1HiuWPMA&t=0s
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Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion: 1.3 Ontological Argument

Subject Knowledge Reading

 Learn Religions website: A priori and A posteriori knowledge

 Live Science: Inductive and Deductive reasoning

 Anselm's proslogian – text (selection)

 Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy - Ontological Argument

 Mel Thompson - Students notes: Ontological Argument

 Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy - Anselm

 The Tablet - Objections from Kant and Russell

 Philosophical Investigations - The Ontological Argument

Articles/Blogs

 Philosophy Now article - The Ontological Argument 
Revisited

 Philosophy Now article - The Ontological Argument and the 
Sin of Hubris

 Jeff Speaks - Gaunilo's reply to Anselm

 The Philosophers' Magazine blog on Ontological Arguments

Podcasts

Useful Video Clips

 The Panpsycast - Episode 7 (The Ontological Argument - part i)

 The Panpsycast - Episode 7 (The Ontological Argument - part ii)

 Philosophy Gets Schooled - Ontological argument (short)

 Philosophy Gets Schooled - Ontological Argument (in depth)

 Premier radio 'Unbelievable' - A Christian and sceptic debate 
the Ontological argument

 BBC Sounds: In our Time - The Ontological Argument

 University of Aberdeen - Ontological Argument: Necessity

 The Philosophy Academy - Ontological Arguments

 MASSOLIT - The Ontological Argument

 William Lane Craig - The Ontological Argument

 Wireless Philosophy - Argument and Evidence

 University of Gloucester: Is the ontological argument 
flawed? 

 University of Gloucestershire: Evaluating the Ontological 
Argument
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https://users.manchester.edu/Facstaff/SSNaragon/Online/texts/316/Anselm,%20Proslogion.pdf
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https://philosophynow.org/issues/53/The_Ontological_Argument_and_the_Sin_of_Hubris
https://philosophynow.org/issues/53/The_Ontological_Argument_and_the_Sin_of_Hubris
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https://www3.nd.edu/~jspeaks/courses/mcgill/201/gaunilo.pdf
https://archive.philosophersmag.com/ontological-arguments/
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2016/11/26/episode-7-the-ontological-argument-part-i
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/2016/11/27/episode-7-the-ontological-argument
https://philosophy-gets-schooled.podbean.com/e/pgs-ontological-argument-short/
https://philosophy-gets-schooled.podbean.com/e/pgs-ontological-argument-in-depth/
https://www.premier.plus/unbelievable/podcasts/episodes/classic-replay-debating-the-ontological-argument
https://www.premier.plus/unbelievable/podcasts/episodes/classic-replay-debating-the-ontological-argument
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